Chapter IV
Marriage to Mary Harris

1924 - 1926

First Child
Building a New Home
Law Practice

Member, Newfoundland House of Assembly
While Mary Harris and Bill Browne may not have been an average newly married couple in
Newfoundland in the mid 1920’s, many of the issues they faced were those of any young couple.
They disagreed about money, Bill disliked some of Mary’s relatives, and they soon had a baby
with all the joy and work that parenthood entailed.
Mary did have her own money, inherited from her Father, but it wasn’t until Mary consulted a
lawyer following her marriage that the executors - her aunt, Agnes Tobin, and uncle, Thomas
Harris - began to settle the estate amongst Mary and her sisters. The couple was fortunate to
have maids to help with the work in the home, although some of this help was necessary due to
Mary’s heart condition related to her damaged heart valve(s). The couple was having a house
built throughout 1926. Bill practised law as a sole practitioner during this time.
Bill was a Member of the Newfoundland House of Assembly, elected in 1924 as one of three
members in St. John’s West. The three were referred to as C. L. B. - Crosbie was Capitalist,
Linegar was Labour and Browne was Brains. Bill’s party, with new leader Walter Monroe, won
a majority and formed the Government. The House of Assembly opened just as Bill got married’.
There are very few letters from these years; most of the entries are from Bill’s diary of 1926.

'"Browne, William J., Eighty-Four Years A Newfoundlander, (Hon. W. J. Browne, St. John’s,
1981), pp. 122-127.
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Mary Harris Browne on honeymoon, 1924
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